
“Snatch or Rob”
Criminals may also take a more direct approach 
by:

-	 Snatching from You
-	 Robbing You 

 of the cash you are carrying. 

Precautionary Measures
•	Make the transaction with more than one 	

person accompanying you when large 	
amounts of money is involved.

•	When approaching and leaving the place of 	
the transaction, be alert to anything	
suspicious, especially two or more people 	
waiting in a nearby vehicle or someone 	
who appears to be “hanging” around the 	
area. 

•	Vary the route you take to the place or the	
time of the day, of the transaction. 

•	If you travel by a private vehicle, use different 	
vehicles, if possible.

•	Do not make any stops or detour along the 	
way.  

•	Do not count large amounts of cash in public 	
areas.	

•	Do not draw attention to the fact that you 	
are carrying money.

•	Engage armed security protection when 	
handling or transporting very large amounts 	
of money. 

What To Do If You 
Become A Victim

•	 Remain calm. Do not resist, if the criminal is 	
armed.

•	 Note the description of the criminal, e.g. his 	
appearance, complexion, clothing, mannerisms, 	
movements and other physical details.  This	
will help the police identify the criminal later.

•	 Take note of the criminal’s direction and means 	
of escape.  If a vehicle is used, record the 	
registration number, colour and make of the 	
vehicle.   Also note the direction  the vehicle 	
was seen heading towards.

•	 Call the Police at ‘999’ or your Neighbourhood 	
Police Centre immediately.	

Published by:

Community Involvement Division
Operations Department
Singapore Police Force

http://www.spinet.gov.sg

The Association of Banks In Singapore



	stranger may be a thief trying to distract you. 	
Decline the offer for assistance and keep your 	
attention on the money rather than the soiled 	
clothing.

•	 Be alert when you are approached by people 	
making accusations of theft against you.  They 	
may be trying to cheat you of the cash by	
snatching, switching or returning partial amounts	
by the sleight of hand.  Make a firm offer to 	
settle the dispute in the presence of the police. 	
Remember that getting entangled with the other	
party will give him an advantage.

•	 Lock the doors and windows at all times whether 	
you are driving in the vehicle or just stepping 	
out to check any mechanical malfunction.  If 	
there is any mechanical malfunction of the 	
vehicle, ensure the security of your money before 	
stepping out of the vehicle to check as well as 	
during the period of checking.

			-	Withdrawing	}		
Are you	- 	Depositing	 }     in cash?				

- 	Exchanging	 }

Watch-out:  
They can go into 

the wrong hands

Criminals use various methods to steal 
or rob you of your cash.  You are most 
likely to have been observed along the 
journey towards or following the 
transaction. 

The following are some tips on the 
potential crime risks you may face and 
the preventive measures to take to 
safeguard yourself and your cash:

“Distract  and Steal”
The use of distraction by criminals to commit 
theft is a common method that may include:

Distraction #1 

•	 Dirtying your clothing and offering help to	
clean up.

•	 Drawing your attention to the money you have/ 	
supposed to have dropped to distract your 	
attention and take opportunity to steal your 	
money.

Distraction #2

•  Criminals may also distract you into handing 	
over your cash by accusing you of stealing their 	
money and wanting to verify your cash in hand 	
as proof of your innocence.  Such a criminal 	
usually has an accomplice around  pretending 	
to be an independent witness.

Distraction #3

• 	If you are driving, one common trick used  is to 	
lure you out of your vehicle by puncturing your 	
tyres. The criminal who may operate with an 	
accomplice will take the opportunity to steal 	
the cash placed in your vehicle unattended while 	
you are busy changing the punctured tyre or 	
conversing with his accomplice while waiting	
for assistance.

Precautions To Take:
•	 Be on guard if a stranger directs your attention 	

to a foreign substance (ketchup, mustard, ice 	
cream, etc) on your clothes or to money dropped 	
/ supposed to have dropped on the floor.  The


